Central Maryland PFLAG

Meeting Minutes

January 3, 2007.

The meeting was called together at approximately 7:30pm by president, Lois Jarman.  Lois read aloud the PFLAG mission statement.  Lois informed members that minutes are posted on the website if members are interested in reading minutes.  If there are changes, additions or corrections, members should bring them to the following meeting for discussion.

Rodney reported that national dues have not yet been paid.  He is looking into when we need to file dues with national.  Rodney reported that we have in excess of $350 in our account and that $150 was the amount currently to be paid to national.

Members of the Steering Committee: Lois Jarman, Kevin Lawlor, Scott Gautney, Rodney Foxx and Tiffany Jarman presented the calendar of events for 2007.  The group toasted with sparkling cider the success of the new year.  There were 13 PFLAG members in attendance at the meeting.

Under new business, Lois presented that she had been contacted by the sponsor of the Frederick High GSA club.  They are trying to coordinate a GSA social for Friday February 23rd from 7-10pm.  The group agreed that participation in this event would be a good idea for PFLAG and our youth members.  Scott and Elizabeth will look into this.

Rodney brought up some political issues.  There was a large article in today’s Frederick News Post about a retired army general’s stance that Don’t Ask Don’t Tell is not working and that gays should be allowed to serve in the military.  Rodney urged members to contact our congressional representatives in support of the general’s statement.  Lois will send to Robbie contact information for our representatives to post on the website.  Rodney also reported on a group being formed to mentor black youth.  He suggested that we contact the group’s representatives to review information on their group and simply show our support by writing them or with a small contribution or both.  Anyone interested in more information on The Urban Economic Empowerment Mentor Group is encouraged to contact Gina Bowman at abowman_32@hotmail.com.

Elizabeth reported that she is currently trying to contact the NAACP about joint sponsorship on a showing of a video about a black activist who was also gay.  Elizabeth is hoping to have the film shown in February at the C. Burr Artz Library.  She will inform the group of her progress.

Our next meeting is February 7th at 7:30pm.  We will celebrate our first birthday!  Members are asked to bring an elegantly wrapped white elephant gift for our gift exchange.  It was stressed that members should not purchase these gifts, but bring something they would like to get rid of…one man’s junk is another man’s treasure!

The general meeting was adjourned at 8:30pm.  The youth group met afterwards.

